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Introduction 

Per a letter from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 

(SACSCOC) dated March 11, 2014, San Antonio College (SAC) has prepared this report to 

respond to the following items regarding recent changes to the SAC core curriculum.  

 

Item #1: Compliance with CR 2.7.2 (General Education) 

Item #2: Compliance with CS 3.4.1 (Academic Program Approval) 

Item #3: Compliance with CS 3.4.10 (Responsibility for Curriculum) 

Item #4: Compliance with CS 3.12.1 (Substantive Change) 

Item #5: EDUC 1300 Catalog Description and Syllabus 

Item #6: Evidence of College Autonomy 

 

As of the date of this report, SAC believes that it remains in full compliance with the SACSCOC 

Principles of Accreditation.  

 

SAC has a long history of following its internal curriculum review process to approve changes to 

courses and programs; however, the institution acknowledges that in interests of expediency to 

meet a December 2013 Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) deadline for 

submission of the core curriculum for state-level approval, a mistake was made in the process of 

vetting certain minor modifications to a single existing course (EDUC/PSYC 1300 – Learning 

Frameworks) in the core curriculum. Recognizing that failure to follow the normal protocols 

would put SAC out of compliance when the revised course is implemented in Fall 2014, SAC’s 

Executive Team began a dialogue with the Chancellor of the Alamo Colleges to rectify the error 

as early as February 11, 2014 with a statement that reads in part: “…we [should] quickly institute 

and complete a study throughout the colleges and District to review and/or create policy and 

procedures dealing with new course approval and changes to the core curriculum which will 

satisfy the need for inclusion and timeliness.”  

 

On April 8, 2014, the Chancellor responded to faculty disapproval of the inclusion of EDUC 

1300 in the general education core by reversing his original decision. The Chancellor’s reversal 

ensures that SAC is still in full compliance with Core Requirement 2.7.3 and Comprehensive 

Standards 3.4.1 and 3.12.1 as indicated in detail later in this report; however, the original 

decision, although made by the Chancellor with the best of intentions for students, did identify 

concerns with following appropriate processes. The response to Comprehensive Standard 3.4.10 

in this report will address these problems, including the subsequent actions that are currently 

underway to ensure that SAC remains academically autonomous and to prevent this type of 

problem from reoccurring in the future.  

 

SAC understands the gravity of the situation that prompted this formal investigation, and the 

institution commits to demonstrating and documenting full, ongoing compliance with the 

Principles of Accreditation in this response. Though an error was made initially in not properly 

following the curriculum review process to approve EDUC 1300 as part of the general education 

core, SAC recognized the problem a month before the date of the SACSCOC inquiry letter, and 

immediately began taking corrective action in good faith and full compliance with SACSCOC’s 

policy of Integrity and Accuracy in Institutional Representation. 

 



2 
 

Core Requirement 2.7.3: General Education  In Compliance 

 

SACSCOC Request:  

Provide evidence of compliance with this standard.  Please pay special attention to the parts of 

the requirement that speak in terms of “ensures breadth of knowledge,” “is based on a coherent 

rationale,” and the 15-hour component for associate programs “to be drawn from and include 

at least one course from each of the following areas: humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral 

sciences, and natural science /mathematics.”  You should specifically address the standard 

separately for AA/AS programs and also AAS programs.  Please be reminded that the Executive 

Council has determined that skills courses such as a composition course or foreign language 

course that has no substantial literature component or speech course cannot serve as the one 

required humanities/fine arts category course.  Thus there has to be assurance that a student 

cannot select one of these courses and have it count as the humanities/fine arts category course.  

By the same reasoning, the one social/behavioral science course cannot be a skills course.  

Therefore, be specific as to the courses that satisfy the three areas specifically mentioned in the 

standard.  

In each undergraduate degree program, the institution requires the successful completion of a 

general education component at the collegiate level that:  

(1) is a substantial component of each undergraduate degree 

 (2) ensures breadth of knowledge  

 (3) is based on a coherent rationale 

-  For degree completion in an associates program, the component constitutes a minimum of 15 

semester hours or the equivalent.  These credit hours are to be drawn from and include at least 

one course from each of the following areas: humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, 

and natural science/mathematics.  The courses do not narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, 

and procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession. 

 

Substantial component of each undergraduate degree 

Per Texas Administrative Code, Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter B, Rules 4.23, 4.28, 4.29 

and Texas Education Code, Chapter 61, Sections 61.821 and 61.822, the general education 

requirement (core curriculum) is a 42-hour component of the AA and AS degree. These 42 hours 

transfer to any Texas public institution and will count toward a four-year degree. The college 

does not use a unit other than semester credit hour (SCH). 

The core curriculum contains multiple course options for students in each foundational 

component area. The state-mandated 42-hour core curriculum consists of the component areas 

described in Table 1. The core curriculum meets and/or exceeds the SACSCOC requirement that 

the general education component must include “…one course from each of the following areas: 

humanities / fine arts; social / behavioral sciences; and natural science / mathematics…” as 

illustrated.  

 

  

http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=23
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=28
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=29
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.61.htm#61.821
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.61.htm#61.822
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Table 1: Texas AA and AS Core Curriculum Component Areas 

Return to CS 3.12.1 

      Component Area Hours 

1. Communication 6 SCH 

2. Mathematics 3 SCH 

3. Life and Physical Sciences 6 SCH 

4. Language, Philosophy and Culture (Humanities) 3 SCH 

5. Creative Arts 3 SCH 

6. American History 6 SCH 

7. Government/Political Science 6 SCH 

8. Social and Behavioral Sciences 3 SCH 

9. Component Area Option  6 SCH 

Total 42 SCH 

 

Humanities/Fine Arts 

Currently, students are required to take two three-credit hour Humanities courses listed in the 

Language, Philosophy and Culture and Component Area Option (Table 1). Institutional 

requirements are published in the college catalog Core Curriculum Course List. The additional 

Humanities course requirement is embedded under the State’s Component Area Option (Table 

1). The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) initially approved the addition of 

EDUC 1300 as a substitute for the second Humanities course as the Component Area Option; but 

upon the Chancellor’s reversal, the additional Humanities option was restored to the general 

education curriculum. Regardless of whether Component Area 9 was allocated to EDUC 1300 or 

an additional Humanities course, all graduates are still required to complete at least one 

three-credit hour Humanities course under Component Area 4.  

 

The complete menu of courses that students may use to satisfy the Humanities requirement is 

listed in Table 2 below. The menus are identical for both the required (Component Area 4) and 

the additional (Component Area 9) Humanities categories. Course descriptions are linked in the 

college catalog and a detailed course syllabus for each course can be viewed by clicking on the 

course in Table 2. Note that the sophomore-level language courses in the Humanities have 

substantial culture and literature components that make them suitable as Humanities courses. 

Humanities-specific offerings can be validated per the THECB’s website. As can be seen, none 

of these offerings are pure “skills” courses. 

 

Social/Behavioral Science 

Students must take one three-credit hour course from the Social and Behavioral Sciences 

component area (Table 3). The complete menu of courses that students may use to satisfy the 

Humanities requirement is listed in Table 3 below. Course descriptions are linked in the college 

catalog and a detailed course syllabus for each course can be viewed by clicking on the course in 

Table 3. 

 

  

http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/mime/media/91/2632/2013-2014+Core+Curriculum+Course+List.pdf
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/content.php?catoid=91&navoid=3137
http://statecore.its.txstate.edu/cat.pl?cat=40.
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/content.php?catoid=91&navoid=3137
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Table 2: Humanities Core Course Options 

Course Rubric/Syllabus Course Title 

Arabic 2311 Intermediate Arabic I 

Arabic 2312 Intermediate Arabic II 

Chinese 2311 Intermediate Chinese I 

Chinese 2312 Intermediate Chinese II 

English 2322 British Literature I: Anglo Saxon through Neoclassical  

English 2323  British Literature II: Romanticism to the Present  

English 2327  American Literature I: Precolonial through the Romantic Period  

English 2328  American Literature II: Realism to the Present  

English 2332 World Literature I: Antiquity through the Renaissance  

English 2333 World Literature II: Neoclassical to the Present  

English 2341 Forms of Literature  

English 2342 Introduction to Literature & Literary Criticism  

English 2351 Mexican American Literature  

French 2311 Intermediate French I  

French 2312 Intermediate French II  

German 2311 Intermediate German I  

German 2312 Intermediate German II  

History 2321 World Civilizations I  

History 2322 World Civilizations II  

Humanities 1301 Introduction to the Humanities I  

Humanities 1302 Introduction to the Humanities II  

Humanities 1305 Introduction to Mexican-American Studies  

Humanities 2319 American Minority Studies  

Humanities 2323 World Cultures  

Italian 2311 Intermediate Italian I  

Italian 2312 Intermediate Italian II  

Japanese 2311 Intermediate Japanese I  

Japanese 2312 Intermediate Japanese II  

Latin 2311 Intermediate Latin I  

Latin 2312 Intermediate Latin II  

Philosophy 1301 Introduction to Philosophy  

Philosophy 1304 Introduction to World Religions  

Philosophy 2303 Introduction to Logic  

Philosophy 2306 Introduction to Ethics  

Spanish 2311 Intermediate Spanish I  

Spanish 2312 Intermediate Spanish II  

 

  

http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38548
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38549
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38551
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38552
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164780
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164785
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164790
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164795
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164800
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164805
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164810
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=152376
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164814
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38557
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38558
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38559
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38561
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164955
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164960
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164978
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164983
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164987
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38562
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38572
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38563
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38564
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38565
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38566
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165530
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165535
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165540
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165546
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38570
http://www.alamo.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=38571
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Table 3: Social/Behavioral Sciences Core Course Options 

Course Rubric/Syllabus Course Title 

Anthropology 2302 Archaeology 

Anthropology 2351 Cultural Anthropology 

Communications 1307 Introduction to Mass Communications 

Criminal Justice 1301 Introduction to Criminal Justice 

Economics 1301 Introduction to Economics  

Economics 2301 Principles of Macroeconomics  

Economics 2302 Principles of Microeconomics 

Economics 2311 Economic Geography and Global Issues  

Geography 1302 Cultural Geography  

Geography 1303 World Regional Geography 

Government 2304 Introduction to Political Science  

Psychology 2301 General Psychology  

Psychology 2306 Human Sexuality  

Psychology 2308 Child Psychology  

Psychology 2315 Psychology of Adjustment  

Psychology 2319 Social Psychology  

Sociology 1301 Introductory Sociology  

Sociology 1306 Social Problems  

 

 

Natural Sciences/Mathematics 

Students must take one three-credit hour course from the Natural Sciences / Mathematics 

component area (Table 4). The complete menu of courses that students may use to satisfy the 

Humanities requirement is listed in Table 4 below. Course descriptions are linked in the college 

catalog and a detailed course syllabus for each course can be viewed by clicking on the course in 

Table 4. 

 

Associate of Applied Science Degree Plans 

For Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degrees, a minimum of 15 credit hours are required in 

the general education core to remain compliant with CR 2.7.3. Texas Senate Bill 497 caps all 

Associate degree programs at 60 credit hours beginning in Fall 2015. Therefore, complex course 

substitutions, based upon individual AAS degree plans, were initially determined for each AAS 

degree plan that were compliant with CR 2.7.3; but because the Chancellor’s reversal occurred 

on April 8 before the 2014-15 college catalog publication date of April 14, the AAS degree 

programs simply reverted to the programs advertised in the 2013-14 catalog (Table 5).  

https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164256
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164261
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164533
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164533
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164573
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164573
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164710
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164710
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164716
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164721
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164725
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164889
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164894
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=126930
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165602
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165607
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165630
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165711
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165716
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/content.php?catoid=91&navoid=3137
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Table 4: Natural Sciences / Mathematics Core Course Options 

Course Rubric/Syllabus Course Title 

Math 1314 College Algebra 

Math 1324 Mathematics for Business and Social Sciences I 

Math 1332 Contemporary Math I (Math for Liberal Arts Majors I) 

Math 1414 College Algebra (Precal Track) 

Math 1442 Elementary Statistical Methods 

Math 2412 Precalculus  

Math 2413  Calculus I 

Anthropology 2301 Physical Anthropology  

Astronomy 1303 Stars and Galaxies Lecture  

Astronomy 1304 Solar System Lecture  

Biology 1308 Biology for Non-Science Majors I (Lecture)  

Biology 1309 Biology for Non-Science Majors II (Lecture) 

Biology 1322 Nutrition  

Biology 1323 Consumer Nutrition (for Non-science Majors)  

Biology 1406 Biology for Science Majors I  

Biology 1407 Biology for Science Majors II 

Biology 1408 Biology for Non-Science Majors I 

Biology 1409 Biology for Non-Science Majors II 

Biology 2306 Environmental Biology (Lecture) 

Biology 2401 Human Anatomy and Physiology I  

Biology 2402 Human Anatomy and Physiology II 

Biology 2404 Human Anatomy and Physiology 

Biology 2406 Environmental Biology (Lecture & Lab) 

Biology 2420 Microbiology for Nursing and Allied Health  

Chemistry 1305 Introductory Chemistry Lecture I  

Chemistry 1307 Introductory Chemistry Lecture II 

Chemistry 1311 General Chemistry Lecture I 

Chemistry 1312 General Chemistry Lecture II 

Chemistry 1405 Introductory Chemistry I 

Chemistry 1407 Introductory Chemistry II 

Chemistry 1411 General Chemistry I 

Chemistry 1412 General Chemistry II 

Geography 1301 Physical Geography  

Geology 1301 Earth Science Lecture I  

Geology 1303 Physical Geology (Lecture)  

Geology 1304 Historical Geology Lecture  

Geology 1305 Environmental Geology Lecture 

Geology 1345 Oceanography 

Geology 1403 Physical Geology 

Physics 1305 Introductory Physics I Lecture 

Physics 1401 General Physics I 

Physics 2425 University Physics I 

Physics 2426 University Physics II 

https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165329
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165335
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165346
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165363
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165369
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165375
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165381
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164252
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164333
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164335
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164362
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164366
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164371
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164377
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164381
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164386
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164391
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164396
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164403
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164409
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164415
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164419
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164424
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164428
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164484
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164486
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164489
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164492
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164497
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164501
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164507
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164512
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164885
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164899
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=152386
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164903
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164906
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=164913
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165562
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165565
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165572
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=165576
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A full description SAC’s general education requirements and all degree plans can be viewed on 

the college’s website at http://www.alamo.edu/sac and in the SAC online college catalog at 

http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu. The 2014 – 2015 college catalog is expected to go live later in 

April with the new core curriculum approved by the THECB (minus EDUC 1300). 

 

Table 5: AAS Degree Compliance with CR 2.7.3 
(Required course for degree plan in Bold) 

Associate of Applied Science 
Degrees 

Math/Natural Science 
Social / Behavioral 

Science 
Humanities 

Accounting Technology, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Administrative Assistant, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

American Sign Language: Deaf 
Support Specialist, A.A.S.  

MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

SOCI 1301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

American Sign Language: Sign 
Language Interpreter, A.A.S.  

MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

SOCI 1301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Banking and Financial Services, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1314  ECON 2301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Business Management, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core or Government Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Business Management: Financial 
Management Option, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 
GOVT 2306 and 
PSYC 2301 or ECON 2301 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Communication Design, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Computer Database Specialist, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1414 or higher 
Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Computer Programmer, A.A.S. MATH 1414 or higher 
Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Computer Support Specialist, 
A.A.S. 

MATH Core  
Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Court Reporting: Computer-
Aided Transcription Technology, 
A.A.S.  

MATH Core  
Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core 

Criminal Justice: Correctional 
Science, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

SOCI 1301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Criminal Justice: Forensics, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1314  
Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Criminal Justice: Law 
Enforcement, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

SOCI 1301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Dental Assisting, A.A.S.  BIOL 1323 SOCI 1301  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Dental Laboratory Technology,  
AAS archived effective Fall 2014 

      

 Early Childhood Studies, A.A.S.  
MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core 

Emergency Management 
Administration and Homeland 
Security, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 and 
BIOL 1408, BIOL 1409, 
CHEM 1411, CHEM 
1412, PHYS 1401 

GOVT 2305 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

  

http://www.alamo.edu/sac
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6193&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6193&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6199&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6199&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6200&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6200&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6335&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6335&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6240&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5869
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6242&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6242&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6297&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6253&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6253&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6264&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6256&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6256&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6277&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6277&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6277&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6282&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6282&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6284&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6284&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6286&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6286&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6291&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6302&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6315&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6315&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6315&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
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Associate of Applied Science 
Degrees 

Math/Natural 
Science 

Social / Behavioral 
Science 

Humanities 

Emergency Management Homeland 
Security & Transportation Security 
Administration Option, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 GOVT 2305  
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Emergency Medical Technician / 
Paramedic, A.A.S.  

MATH 1332, BIOL 
2402, and BIOL 2402 
or BIOL 2404 

PSYC 2301 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Fire and Arson Investigation, A.A.S.  MATH 1314 
PSYC 2301, HIST 1301, 
GOVT 2305, and GOVT 
2306 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Fire Science / Fire Fighting with an 
Emphasis in Homeland Security, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1332 GOVT 2306 HUMA 1301 

Fire Science, A.A.S.  MATH 1332 GOVT 2305 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Human Resources Management, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

PSYC 2301, ECON 2301, 
or GOVT 2306 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Human Services, with a 
specialization in Addiction 
Counseling, A.A.S. (formerly Human 
Services: Drug Alcohol Abuse 
Counseling) 

MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

PSYC 2301 and 
Government Core 

Humanities Core 

Human Services, with a 
specialization in Substance Abuse 
Prevention, A.A.S.  

MATH Core  
PSYC 2301 and 
Government Core 

Humanities Core 

Information Security and Assurance, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

CRIJ 2314 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

International Business, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

PSYC 2301, ECON 2301, 
or GOVT 2306 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Legal Administrative Assistant / 
Secretary (Tech Prep Program), 
A.A.S. 

MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core 

Marketing Management, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

PSYC 2301, ECON 2301, 
or GOVT 2306 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Medical Assisting, A.A.S.  BIOL 1323 PSYC 2301 Humanities Core 

Mortuary Science, A.A.S.  
BIOL 2404 and BIOL 
2420 

PSYC 2301 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

 Music Business, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

COMM 1307 MUSI 1306 

Network Administrator, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Nursing: Career Mobility – LVN to 
RN, A.A.S. / Military to RN, A.A.S.  

BIOL 2401, BIOL 
2402, CHEM 1405 

PSYC 2301 PHIL 2306 

Nursing: Generic, A.A.S.  
BIOL 2401, BIOL 
2402, CHEM 1405 

PSYC 2301 PHIL 2306 

Paralegal Studies, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

 

http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6316&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6316&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6316&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6321&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6321&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6340&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6343&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6343&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6343&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6344&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6359&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6359&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6362&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6362&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6362&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6362&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6362&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5869
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6363&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6363&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6363&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5869
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6266&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6266&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6368&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6378&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6378&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6378&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6383&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6385&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6391&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6392&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6261&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6397&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6397&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6398&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6411&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
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Associate of Applied Science 
Degrees 

Math/Natural 
Science 

Social / Behavioral 
Science 

Humanities 

Public Administration, A.A.S. 
MATH Core  or  
Natural Science Core 

HIST 1301, GOVT 2305, 
GOVT 2306, and SOCI 
1301 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Radio-Television-Broadcasting / 
Media Convergence and Production 
Option, A.A.S.  

MATH 1314 or  
MATH 1332 

COMM 1307 
Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

Radio-Television-Broadcasting, 
A.A.S.  

MATH 1314, MATH 
1332, or Natural 
Science Core 

COMM 1307 
MUSI 1306, DRAM 1310, or 
ARTS 1301 

 Real Estate Management, A.A.S.  MATH 1314 GOVT 2306 or PSYC 2301 Humanities Core 

Records Management, A.A.S.  
MATH 1314  or  
Natural Science Core 

Social/Behavioral Science 
Core 

Humanities Core or 
Visual/Performing Arts Core 

 

Ensures breadth of knowledge 

The core curriculum for the AA, AS, and AAT degree plans contains eight major components 

(Table 1) covering communication, mathematics, natural science, humanities, creative arts, 

history, government, social and behavioral science, and a component area option left to the 

discretion of the institution. SAC uses the component area option to add a second humanities 

course to the core. Had the decision to include EDUC 1300 not been reversed, it would have fit 

into the institution’s component area option without impacting the overall breadth of the core.  

 

Based on a coherent rationale 

As described at the beginning of the response to this standard, the Texas Administrative Code 

and the Texas Education Code mandate a 42-hour general education curriculum spread across 

the eight component areas in Table 1. While many of the courses are prescribed (e.g., GOVT 

2305, GOVT 2306, and HIST 1301), there is sufficient flexibility within the allotted 42-hour 

core for institutions to both provide a menu of course options for most component areas and to 

permit an additional emphasis in one or more component areas. SAC chooses to provide an 

additional emphasis on the Humanities component area using its component area option. Had the 

decision to include EDUC 1300 not been reversed, the additional emphasis would simply have 

shifted from the Humanities to the Social/Behavioral Science component area. Though no longer 

relevant, it is important to note that would not have significantly changed the core curriculum or 

the institution’s rationale for a broad-based liberal arts education. 

 

Not a Narrow Skills-Based Course 

Though the question of EDUC 1300’s inclusion in the core is no longer relevant, it is important 

to note that it is not a skills-based course that “…narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and 

procedures specific to a particular occupation or profession.” Therefore, its initial inclusion as 

part of the core curriculum did not compromise SAC’s compliance with CR 2.7.3.  

 

The catalog description of EDUC 1300 and its student learning outcomes (Table 6) demonstrate 

that the course does not “…narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and procedures specific to 

a particular occupation or profession.” While there are clearly some skill components that are 

included in EDUC 1300, they are broad-based study skills, time management skills, and 

leadership skills that are applicable across all occupations and professions. 

http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6413&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5865&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6414&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6414&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6414&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6415&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6415&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6416&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=6418&returnto=3568
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5866&print
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5867
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5863
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=91&poid=5868
http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/content.php?catoid=91&navoid=3137
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Table 6: PSYC 1300 and EDUC 1300 Student Performance Objectives 

PSYC 1300 EDUC 1300 

 
By the end of this course students will: 
 
1. Improve knowledge in areas common to 

student success. 
 
 

2. Designate an educational goal/objective. 
 

3. Show improvement in their ability to manage 
emotional barriers to college success. 
 
 
 

4. Be familiar with the San Antonio College 
campus, know how to access campus 
resources, and understand college culture. 
 

5. Demonstrate ability to register for future 
college courses. 

 
By the end of this course students will: 

 
1. Explore, identify, and develop values, beliefs, and 

attitudes through the study of the psychology of 
learning and cognition. 
 

2. Develop and use effective learning strategies. 
 

3. Interpret assessment results and understand 
motivational theories as they apply to diverse 
learning environments in the development of 
personal, academic, and career goals. 
 

4. Be able to demonstrate and exhibit the 
interpersonal behaviors needed to succeed in the 
college and career environment. 
 

5. Explore a variety of leadership models and theories, 
fostering leadership skills, civic engagement, and 
community responsibility. 
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Comprehensive Standard 3.4.1 (Academic Program Approval) In Compliance 

 

SACSCOC Request: Provide evidence of faculty approval of the change to the general education 

program at the institution, as well as evidence that institutional policies were followed.  Include 

copies of the full institution and district policies for such approvals.  

 

Evidence of faculty approval of changes to general education program 

All changes to the content of courses, whether in the general education program or not, are 

formally initiated by faculty at the department level, reviewed by the college Curriculum Review 

committee which is composed primarily of faculty, and approved by College Council whose 

composition is also approximately 50% faculty with Chairs from all disciplines and Faculty 

Senate leadership represented.  

 

Faculty are responsible for developing and approving the content of all courses in degree 

programs, but external mandates do influence the structure of the general education curriculum. 

The Texas Administrative and Education Codes determine the length of degree programs and set 

minimum requirements for courses in the core curriculum. CR 2.7.3 in the Principles of 

Accreditation further prescribes the types of courses that must be minimally included in any 

degree plan as well as defining some parameters that qualify certain courses as “skills-based.” 

Similarly, if the Alamo Colleges Board of Trustees issues a mandate, such as including EDUC 

1300 in the core curriculum, SAC perceives that as a structural issue that is analogous to 

mandates from the THECB and SACSCOC, not as a course content issue that is controlled by 

the faculty (as long as Board mandates do not conflict with THECB and SACSCOC 

requirements). Nevertheless, with an 89-year history of shared governance at SAC, there is an 

expectation that faculty will at least have a significant voice in shaping the structure of a 

program. 

 

Evidence of faculty approval of PSYC 1300 

Historically, SAC has required a not-for-credit study skills course for all first-time in college 

(FTIC) students on the basis of research that has demonstrated that these foundational courses 

enhance student success. Recognizing the inequity of mandating a course for no credit, the 

Student Development department, following the lead of many Texas colleges, proposed to 

develop and teach PSYC 1300 – Learning Frameworks as a college-level credit course to replace 

the non-credit SDEV 0370. As with any other academic course, it was developed by the faculty 

who would eventually teach it and submitted to the Curriculum Review committee for review at 

the April 12, 2012 meeting. The Curriculum Review committee and the College Council retain 

minutes from all of their meetings. A small sample of Curriculum Review committee minutes 

from April 12, 2012 indicate that PSYC 1300 was indeed brought to the committee by the 

Student Development department. The Curriculum Review committee recommended the course 

to the College Council for approval. College Council minutes from May 2012 indicate that 

PSYC 1300 received final approved from the faculty. 
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Evidence that institutional policies were followed 

As indicated in the previous paragraph, PSYC 1300 (which is crosswalked to EDUC 1300 in the 

ACGM) was approved by the college Curriculum Committee and the College Council following 

the appropriate protocol in 2012. 

 

In December 2013, a decision was made in the interest of expediency to revise EDUC 1300 and 

put it into the core curriculum without going through the appropriate process. By February 2014, 

the SAC Executive Team communicated its concerns about not following process to the 

Chancellor and began working to take the course back through the proper curriculum approval 

process before the new core is implemented in Fall 2014. As of this writing, the SAC Curriculum 

Review committee is set to resume the proper process for reviewing courses by considering 

two questions before the end of April 2014: (1) Are the revisions to PSYC 1300/EDUC 1300 

approved? and (2) Should EDUC 1300 be placed into the general education core? Fortunately, 

the Chancellor’s decision to retract EDUC 1300 from the core on April 8 provides a reprieve that 

now permits SAC to send the course through the proper review process. 

 

Prior to the recent issue surrounding the inclusion of EDUC 1300 into the core curriculum, the 

role of faculty in the curriculum development process was simply documented in the SAC 

Faculty Handbook and followed faithfully. Unfortunately, the lack of a more rigid and detailed 

protocol made it too easy to bypass procedure for the sake of expediency, even when done with 

the best of intentions. The breakdown of the process in this case demonstrated a need to codify 

the curriculum review procedure more formally and rigorously to clearly delineate both the role 

of faculty and to emphasize that SAC’s College Council, not a District committee, is the final 

approving authority for curriculum changes. A new college procedure has been drafted to 

directly address this issue going forward. This procedure will go to College Council for 

ratification in May 2014. 

 
  

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/2969.pdf?CFID=9138945&CFTOKEN=51536959
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Comprehensive Standard 3.4.10 (Responsibility of Curriculum) In Compliance 

 

SACSCOC Request:  

In light of reports of strong faculty opposition to portions of this curriculum change, please 

address the means by which the institution places primary responsibility for curricular content 

and quality with its faculty.   

 

Primary responsibility for curricular content, quality, and effectiveness with faculty 

As indicated in the response to 3.4.1, primary responsibility for the content of all courses resides 

with the faculty. The curriculum review process requires that new course content and course 

revisions originate with faculty at the department level, are reviewed by faculty on the SAC 

Curriculum Review committee whose composition is 75% faculty who come from diverse 

departments, and eventually receive approval from the College Council whose composition is 

approximately 50% faculty and includes Chairs from every discipline as well as Faculty Senate 

leadership. 

 

Prior to the EDUC 1300 issue, the curriculum review process was briefly outlined only in the 

Faculty Handbook. Having learned some lessons from this institutional mistake, a new, more 

detailed curriculum review procedure has been drafted and will be presented to the College 

Council for ratification at the May 2014 meeting to prevent a similar mistake in the future. 

 

Primary responsibility for EDUC 1300 curricular content, quality, and effectiveness with faculty 

While representatives of SAC’s faculty were involved in modifying the learning outcomes of the 

course prior to submission to the THECB, the new course syllabus had not been completed, nor 

had the changes been approved by the SAC Curriculum Review committee before the THECB’s 

December 2013 deadline. Much of the course development work is still ongoing during the 

Spring 2014 semester. Several SAC faculty members, including Ms. Julie Engel and Ms. Dehlia 

Wallis from the Student Development department and Ms. Amy Whitworth from the Philosophy 

department, are part of the District-wide faculty team that is laying a common foundation for the 

course. Once the foundation of the course is developed to ensure alignment of its major features 

at the District-level, SAC faculty who will be teaching the course in Fall 2014 will be 

responsible for creating SAC-specific course content. We anticipate that our sister colleges will 

each do something similar to build the course in such a way that it fits the unique cultures of 

their schools. From our perspective, this approach is no different from the THECB 

mandating basic requirements for any course, but then leaving each institution to 

implement the course as it best determines. 
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Comprehensive Standard 3.12.1 (Substantive Change) In Compliance 

 

SACSCOC Request:  

The Commission policy, “Substantive Change for SACSCOC Accredited Institutions” gives 

“developing a new general education program” as an example of a “significant departure” 

from current programs.  Such changes require prior approval from SACSCOC before being 

offered.  Provide evidence that such approval was granted, or why the change to the general 

education program at your institution should not be considered a “significant departure” from 

the prior general education curricula.  

 

Evidence that EDUC is not a significant departure from PSYC 1300 

PSYC 1300 has already been 

approved by the SAC Curriculum 

Review committee and the 

College Council. As indicated in 

Figure 1 to the right, the current 

PSYC 1300 student learning 

outcomes (SLOs) map very well 

to the proposed new SLOs for 

EDUC 1300. While there are 

some minor revisions proposed, 

particularly the addition of the 

“Leadership” outcome, the 

overall content of the revised 

course is not significantly different from the existing course. 

Evidence that this is not a significant departure from prior general education criteria 

With the Chancellor’s decision to rescind EDUC 1300 from the core curriculum, there is no 

significant change to the SAC general education program. A few courses that used to be in the 

old core curriculum were not approved by the THECB for the new core curriculum; however, all 

of these courses were simply additional options (usually under the Visual Arts and Performance 

component area) and do not appreciably alter the content or structure of the core. 

 

Evidence that EDUC 1300 is not a significant departure from prior general education criteria 

Though the Chancellor’s decision means that there a substantive change issue no longer exists, 

SAC still would have remained in full compliance with CS 3.12.1 even if EDUC 1300 had been 

put into the core. EDUC 1300 would simply have replaced the Additional Humanities 

requirement as the institutional Component Area Option (Table 1). The total number of hours to 

the degree would not have changed and students would still be required to complete a 

Humanities course as part of Component Area 4 or 5. Furthermore, the substitution of a single 

course in the core represents a change of only 5% of the total curriculum (3 credit hours in a 60 

credit hour degree); and since it does not affect the primary Math/Natural Sciences, 

Social/Behavioral Science, or Humanities/Fine Arts requirement, it does not rise to a level that 

can reasonably be termed “substantive.” 
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EDUC 1300 Documentation  

 

SACSCOC Request:  

In addition to the responses (with supporting documentation) for the four standards above, 

provide copies of the following documents: 

 A syllabus for the EDU/PSY 1300 course as proposed. 

 Catalog descriptions for the new course. 

 

EDUC/PSYC 1300 syllabus  

EDUC 1300 meets the Social/Behavioral Science requirement as demonstrated by the current 

PSYC 1300 syllabus (which is crosswalked to the revised EDUC 1300 outcomes) because the 

course places a significant emphasis on understanding and modifying personal behavior. 

 

Catalog Description 

The THECB recognizes both EDUC 1300 and PSYC 1300 as behavioral science courses with 

the following shared catalog description from the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM): 

 

“A study of the: research and theory in the psychology of learning, cognition, and 

motivation; factors that impact learning, and application of learning strategies. 

Theoretical models of strategic learning, cognition, and motivation serve as the 

conceptual basis for the introduction of college-level student academic strategies. 

Students use assessment instruments (e.g., learning inventories) to help them 

identify their own strengths and weaknesses as strategic learners. Students are 

ultimately expected to integrate and apply the learning skills discussed across 

their own academic programs and become effective and efficient learners. 

Students developing these skills should be able to continually draw from the 

theoretical models they have learned. (Cross-listed as PSYC 1300) 

 

(NOTE: While traditional study skills courses include some of the same learning 

strategies – e.g., note-taking, reading, test preparation etc. – as learning 

framework courses, the focus of study skills courses is solely or primarily on skill 

acquisition. Study skills courses, which are not under-girded by scholarly models 

of the learning process, are not considered college-level, and, therefore, are 

distinguishable from Learning Framework courses.)” 
- Spring 2014 Texas Academic Course Guide Manual,  

p. 93 (EDUC 1300) and p. 184 (PSYC 1300) 

Return to CR 2.7.3 

 

 

 

  

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/2969.pdf?CFID=9133697&CFTOKEN=21149762
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Evidence of Autonomy  

 

SACSCOC Request:  

The current situation also raises concerns about the autonomy of the colleges within the Alamo 

District and whether or not separate accreditation for the colleges within the system is 

appropriate.  Please include examples of institutional autonomy related to the review and 

implementation of these curricular changes.  

 

Examples of institutional autonomy related to review and implementation of curricular changes 

Throughout this document, several lines of evidence supporting SAC’s autonomy over its 

curriculum have been documented. To summarize: 

 

 When the College Executive Team (CET) learned that EDUC 1300 had been placed in 

the core without faculty approval, it sent a memo to the Chancellor on February 11, 2014 

to begin a dialog to restore the process to its proper path. This memo originated with 

SAC and did not speak for the other Alamo Colleges. This was followed with additional 

email communication between SAC President, Robert Zeigler, and Alamo Colleges 

Chancellor, Bruce Leslie, on March 28, 2014. Chancellor Bruce Leslie’s retraction memo 

of April 8, 2014 acknowledged the need to strengthen processes, a direct reference to the 

SAC memo of February 11, 2014. 

 SAC has a curriculum review process that is separate, though aligned with the other 

Alamo Colleges. SAC’s curriculum review procedure draft and the modified Alamo 

Colleges curriculum review flowchart clearly identify SAC’s College Council as the final 

approving body for all curriculum decisions, thereby ensuring that SAC is the owner of 

the curriculum. 

 

 In light of the problems that generated this inquiry, the Alamo Colleges administration is 

working to develop a Memorandum of Understanding among the Alamo Colleges to 

emphasize their autonomy and to formally accept each other’s courses in transfer. 

 

 While all of the Alamo Colleges teach the same set of core classes, degree and certificate 

programs are not the same. Because of the unique programs that are offered at each 

college, the curriculum review processes must necessarily be different. For example, 

SAC has the only Mortuary Science program in the District, St. Philip’s has the only 

Culinary Arts program, Palo Alto has the only Aviation Management program, 

Northwest Vista has the only program in Game Development, and Northeast Lakeview is 

the only college in the District that has no AAS programs. A review of the respective 

college catalogs will emphasize the curricular differences between the colleges. 

 San Antonio College Catalog 

 St. Philip’s College Catalog 

 Palo Alto College Catalog 

 Northwest Vista College Catalog 

 Northeast Lakeview College Catalog 

 

http://mysaccatalog.alamo.edu/
http://myspccatalog.alamo.edu/
http://mypaccatalog.alamo.edu/
http://mynvccatalog.alamo.edu/
http://mynlccatalog.alamo.edu/
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 While the five colleges will work together to develop common catalog descriptions and 

student learning outcomes for common courses, each of the colleges independently 

develops its own course content, selects its own textbook, and implements the course in 

its unique way. As illustrated in the two examples below for ASTR 1304 and ENGL 

1301, course and curriculum decisions are controlled by the individual colleges and their 

faculty. Alignment between the colleges only occurs on the most skeletal level of a 

course, and it is done to facilitate transfer of course credits between the five Alamo 

Colleges. 

 

College ENGL 1301 ASTR 1304 

SAC SAC – ENGL 1301 Syllabus SAC – ASTR 1304 Syllabus 

SPC SPC – ENGL 1301 Syllabus Not taught 

PAC PAC – ENGL 1301 Syllabus Not taught 

NVC NVC - ENGL 1301 Syllabus NVC – ASTR 1304 Syllabus 

NLC NLC – ENGL 1301 Syllabus Not taught 

 

 

  

https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=126361
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=126363
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=123336
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=123380
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=122774
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=152450
https://alamo.campusconcourse.com/view_syllabus?course_id=131159
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Return to Introduction 

Appendix A: SACSCOC Inquiry Letter  
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Return to CR 2.7.3 

Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to Autonomy 

Appendix B: Communication with the Chancellor  
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Return to CR 2.7.3 

Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to Autonomy 

Appendix C: Chancellor’s Retraction  
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Appendix D: Current Core Curriculum 

Return to CR 2.7.3 
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Return to CS 2.7.3 

Return to CS 3.12.1 

 

Appendix E: THECB Approved New Core Curriculum 
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Return to CR 2.7.3 

 

Appendix F: Retraction Request from the Core 
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Return to CR 2.7.3 

Appendix G: Senate Bill 497   
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Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to CS 3.4.10 

 

Appendix H: Curriculum Review Process from Faculty Handbook 

 

  



38 
 

Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to CS 3.4.10 

Return to Autonomy 

 

Appendix I: Modified Alamo Colleges Curriculum Review Process  
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Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to CS 3.4.10 

Return to Autonomy 

 

Appendix J: San Antonio College Curriculum Review Procedure (Draft) 

 

SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE 

COLLEGE PROCEDURES 

 

Procedure Number: I.2 

Procedure Title: Curriculum Review and Approval 

Relevant Board Policy: E.2.1 – Substantive Change 

Originating Unit: Performance Excellence Division 

Maintenance Unit: College Curriculum Review Committee 

 

I. Purpose: The purpose of this procedure is to formally codify the curriculum review and 

approval processes at San Antonio College. 

 

II. Procedure statement:  

 

For many years, San Antonio College has followed a common procedure for making 

changes to the college curriculum, but this procedure has never been formally 

documented at the college level. Recent changes to the Texas core curriculum, combined 

with a need to better align courses with the other Alamo Colleges to facilitate transfer and 

completion, has necessitated a substantial review of all courses in the core. The outcome 

of this core curriculum review significantly streamlined the core. The formalization of 

this procedure elevates the importance of the curriculum review process at the college 

level. 

 

A.  Curriculum Review Committees 

 

1. Department Committees 

a. Each academic department will establish and maintain a department 

curriculum review committee consisting of a minimum of three 

committee members and representation from each department sub-

unit.  

b. The method of selection of committee members shall be determined 

by the academic unit. 

c. Responsibilities of the department curriculum committee include, but 

are not limited to: recommending course and program curriculum 

changes to the College Curriculum Review Committee, vetting 

existing courses on a cyclical basis to ensure that they remain 

current, and working with cross-college discipline teams to maintain 

alignment of the curriculum with other Alamo Colleges per the 
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Alamo Colleges MOU entitled Transfer of Credits Between the Five 

Alamo Colleges. 

 

2. College Curriculum Review Committee 

a. The College will maintain a standing Curriculum Review Committee 

(CRC) chaired by one of the academic deans, and composed of three 

Arts & Sciences (A&S) faculty, two Professional and Technical 

Education (PTE) faculty, 1 Student Affairs faculty member, and a 

minimum of two other faculty members selected at large. Additional 

teaching faculty, non-teaching faculty, and staff may be added to the 

committee as needed, subject to the constraint that teaching faculty 

comprise at least 2/3 of the voting members. 

b. The CRC is empowered to recommend its own membership selection 

criteria, subject to the constraints in Section A.2 (College 

Curriculum Committee) above. Any changes in the membership 

selection criteria must originate within the CRC and must be 

approved by the Vice-President for Student and Academic Success 

(VPSAS) and the President of the College. 

c. Responsibilities of the College Curriculum Review Committee 

include evaluating proposed course and program changes 

recommended by department committees, forwarding those changes 

that pass committee scrutiny to the College Council for approval, 

maintaining records of committee deliberations as well as templates 

for appropriate curriculum change forms, and coordinating with 

other Alamo Colleges curriculum committees to maintain curriculum 

alignment per the Alamo Colleges MOU entitled Transfer of Credits 

Between the Five Alamo Colleges. 

d. Minutes of the CRC meetings constitute a standard action item at 

College Council. If CRC minutes are approved by the College 

Council, the recommendations contained within those minutes shall 

individually be considered approved and effective immediately. 

 

3. Documentation 

a. All department committees and the CRC will maintain and retain 

meeting agendas and minutes to document committee decisions. 

b. The CRC is empowered to draft or revise any necessary paper or 

electronic forms to efficiently execute its business. 

c. At least once per academic year, department committees should 

submit a brief report of their activities to their respective department 

chair and dean, and this summary report should be archived with 

meeting agendas and minutes. 

d. At the end of each academic year, the CRC should submit a brief 

summary of its activities to the Vice-President for Student and 

Academic Success. This report, along with meeting agendas and 
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minutes should be accessible to the college community through 

SharePoint. 

 

4. Approval Procedures 

a. The following course or curriculum changes must be approved by 

the College Council through the CRC before they can be made to the 

college catalog: 

i. Addition or deletion of new courses or programs; 

ii. Changing of a course title or number; 

iii. Changing of a course catalog description; 

iv. Changes to total-lecture-lab credits; 

v. Adding, removing, or substantially changing course or 

program-level student learning outcomes (SLOs); or 

vi. Any other change that might be reasonably determined to 

have a significant impact on the course content or structure. 

b. All SAC course and curriculum revisions must formally originate 

from department curriculum review committees as recommendations 

to the CRC. 

i. Accompanying any recommendation to the CRC must be a 

statement, signed by both the department chair and the 

department committee chair, that explicitly notifies the CRC 

whether a substantive change requiring SACSCOC approval 

is either needed or not needed.  

ii. It is incumbent upon the cross-college discipline teams to 

align curricula with the other Alamo Colleges to simplify 

transfer according to the Alamo Colleges MOU entitled 

Transfer of Credits Between the Five Alamo Colleges. 

Appropriate documentation of compliance with the 

requirement to align curricula must be included as part of the 

recommendation to the CRC. 

c. The CRC will review recommendations from department committees 

at the next scheduled CRC meeting. The CRC may invite department 

chairs and department review committees to its deliberations in order 

to address questions and concerns that arise from the department-

level recommendations.  

i. If recommendations are not approved, the CRC chair will 

notify the department chair in writing of the decision and the 

rationale for it. Departments may submit again to the CRC 

after addressing CRC concerns. 

ii. Recommendations that are approved by the CRC shall be 

forwarded to the Alamo Colleges Curriculum Council 

(ACCC) to be reviewed for compliance with the Alamo 

Colleges MOU entitled Transfer of Credits Between the Five 

Alamo Colleges.  



42 
 

iii. Recommendations that do not address the SAC Substantive 

Change policy (SAC policy A-5 – Substantive Change, 

approved July 2013) shall be returned to the department by 

the CRC without evaluation. 

iv. If evidence of cross-college alignment is not evident, the 

CRC shall return the recommendation to the department 

without approval. 

d. Recommendations for approval from CRC are reviewed by the 

ACCC 

i. If ACCC expresses concerns about a recommendation, CRC 

shall return it to the department to be modified to comply 

with the Alamo Colleges MOU entitled Transfer of Credits 

Between the Five Alamo Colleges.  

ii. Recommendations that are cleared by the ACCC shall be 

forwarded in writing to the College Council as a 

recommendation from the CRC. The Chair of the CRC will 

notify the department in writing of the decision. 

e. College Council Ratification. 

i. If recommendations are not ratified by the College Council, 

the CRC chair will notify the department chair in writing of 

the decision and the rationale for it. Departments may begin 

the curriculum review process again after addressing 

concerns. 

ii. Curricular changes that are based on recommendations that 

are ratified by the College Council shall be placed in the next 

college catalog. The Chair of the CRC will notify the 

department and the college catalog manager in writing of the 

decision. 

f. There are cases where it is necessary to expedite the curriculum 

review process. In urgent cases, if both the Chair of the CRC and the 

VPSAS believe that approval of course or curriculum changes is 

likely to be granted by the CRC and College Council, they are 

authorized to write a memo to initiate implementation of the changes 

while the remainder of the curriculum review process is still 

ongoing. If the change is ultimately not approved, then the memo 

will be voided and the course/curriculum restored to its previous 

state. 

 

B. Adding new courses to the college catalog 

1. All proposals to the CRC for new courses to be added to the college 

catalog should formally begin at the department level and provide 

evidence that both demand and staffing for the new course is available. 

2. New courses to be developed at SAC must already exist in the Texas 

Higher Education Coordinating Board’s approved course inventory, 

http://share.alamo.edu/sac/collegecouncil/_layouts/WordViewer.aspx?id=/sac/collegecouncil/Approved%20San%20Antonio%20College%20Procedures/San%20Antonio%20College%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20A-5%20-%20Substantive%20Change.docx&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fshare%2Ealamo%2Eedu%2Fsac%2Fcollegecouncil%2FApproved%2520San%2520Antonio%2520College%2520Procedures%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&DefaultItemOpen=1
http://share.alamo.edu/sac/collegecouncil/_layouts/WordViewer.aspx?id=/sac/collegecouncil/Approved%20San%20Antonio%20College%20Procedures/San%20Antonio%20College%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20A-5%20-%20Substantive%20Change.docx&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fshare%2Ealamo%2Eedu%2Fsac%2Fcollegecouncil%2FApproved%2520San%2520Antonio%2520College%2520Procedures%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&DefaultItemOpen=1
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either in the Academic Course Guide Manual (ACGM) or the Workforce 

Education Course Manual (WECM). 

3. Faculty teaching the new course are responsible for drafting the course 

content, to include syllabus, catalog description, and student learning 

outcomes. The course content must comply with appropriate ACGM or 

WECM guidelines. 

4. Cross-college Discipline Teams must agree to the basic course rubric and 

number, the title of the course, the course’s total-lecture-lab credit format 

(e.g., 3-3-0), and a minimum set of course SLOs. 

5. Research must be provided to ensure compliance with SACSCOC 

principles, particularly with CR 2.7.3, CR 3.5.1, and especially CS 

3.10.1. (Substantive Change) 

6. The new course must be routed through the proper curriculum review 

process as outlined in Section II.A. (Approval of Procedures) above, 

beginning with the department curriculum review committee. 

5.   After College Council ratifies the new course, it will be placed into e-

Catalog 

 

C. Revising or deleting existing courses or programs in the college catalog 

1. All proposals to the CRC to revise or delete courses in the college 

catalog should formally begin at the department level and provide 

evidence that the revision is needed or that the course should no longer 

be included in the college inventory. 

2. Cross-college Discipline Team representatives must agree to any changes 

to ensure that the SAC remains in compliance with the Alamo Colleges 

MOU entitled Transfer of Credits Between the Five Alamo Colleges. 

3. Research must be provided to ensure compliance with SACSCOC 

principles, particularly with CR 2.7.3, CR 3.5.1, and especially CS 

3.10.1. (Substantive Change).  

4. If an entire program is to be sunset, then the department must submit a 

teach-out plan for the program that complies with the SACSCOC 

Substantive Change policy and SAC policy A-5 – Substantive Change, 

approved July 2013. 

5. The revised course must be routed through the proper curriculum review 

process as outlined in Section II.A. (Approval of Procedures) above. 

6. After College Council ratifies the revisions, it will be placed into the 

college’s e-Catalog. 

 

Attachments: Alamo Colleges MOU - Transfer of Credits Between the Five Alamo Colleges 

Originator: Dr. David Wood, Dean of Performance Excellence 

Date Approved:  

Signed: _____________________________, President 

http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/2012PrinciplesOfAcreditation.pdf
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/081705/Substantive%20Change%20policy.pdf
http://www.sacscoc.org/pdf/081705/Substantive%20Change%20policy.pdf
http://share.alamo.edu/sac/collegecouncil/_layouts/WordViewer.aspx?id=/sac/collegecouncil/Approved%20San%20Antonio%20College%20Procedures/San%20Antonio%20College%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20A-5%20-%20Substantive%20Change.docx&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fshare%2Ealamo%2Eedu%2Fsac%2Fcollegecouncil%2FApproved%2520San%2520Antonio%2520College%2520Procedures%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&DefaultItemOpen=1
http://share.alamo.edu/sac/collegecouncil/_layouts/WordViewer.aspx?id=/sac/collegecouncil/Approved%20San%20Antonio%20College%20Procedures/San%20Antonio%20College%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20A-5%20-%20Substantive%20Change.docx&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fshare%2Ealamo%2Eedu%2Fsac%2Fcollegecouncil%2FApproved%2520San%2520Antonio%2520College%2520Procedures%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&DefaultItemOpen=1
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Appendix K: College Curriculum Committee Minutes (April 12, 2012) 

Return to CS 3.4.1 

College Curriculum Committee Meeting Agenda       Return to CS 3.12.1 
Chairperson:  Dean Vernell Walker  
Meeting Date: April 12, 2012 Meeting Time:   2:00 Meeting Place:  NAHC 379  

Previous Meeting:     
 

Committee Attendance: 

 Vernell Walker  Dr. Kathryn Miller  Tammy Perez ex-officio: 

 Susan Blizzard  Hal Buntley  Dr. John Skinner  Lisa Morales 

 Larry Rosinbaum  Tom Kuykendall  Joanna Grogan  Bridget Torres 

 Patricia Portales  Irene Alvarado  Michelle Theiss  Dr. Terry Walch 

 
Agenda Item/Revision Action Taken/Justification 

1. Student Development 
 
Add Existing Course 

 

EDUC 1300 – Learning Framework 

 

Reading Basic Skills Prerequisite: READ 0301 

Math Basic Skills Prerequisite: MATH 0301 

A study of the 1) research and theory in the psychology of learning, cognition, and motivation, 2) factors that impact 

learning, and 3) application of learning strategies. 

 

Semester Hours: (3-3-0) 

 

CIP: 42.0301.51.25 

 

 

 

Presenter:  Emma Mendiola 
 
1. PASSED. There has been a move 

by the Higher Education 

Coordinating board to have student 

success courses moved to college 

level.  The course which would 

address this is currently on the 

books at St. Phillips College.  We 

would like to have it on our list at 

SAC so that we can be prepared to 

offer a credit course as soon as we 

are able. 

The Academic Course Guide Manual 

(ACGM) lists the course descriptions 

as: 

EDUC 1300 Learning Framework (3 

SCH version) 

(Also see PSYC 1300) 

A study of the: research and theory in 

the psychology of learning, cognition, 

and motivation; factors that impact 

learning, and application of learning 
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strategies.  Theoretical models of 

strategic learning, cognition, and 

motivation serve as the conceptual 

basis for the introduction of college-level 

student academic strategies.  Students 

use assessment instruments (e.g., 

learning inventories) to help them 

identify their own strengths and 

weaknesses as strategic learners.  

Students across their own academic 

programs and become effective and 

efficient learners.  Students developing 

these skills should be able to continually 

draw from the theoretical models they 

have learned.  (Cross-listed as PSYC 

1300) 
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Appendix L: College Council Minutes (May 4, 2012) 

Return to CS 3.4.1 

Return to CS 3.12.1 

College Council, San Antonio College 
MINUTES  MAY 04, 2012 2:00 P.M. VATC 120 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Dr. Robert Zeigler, Chair 

NOTE TAKER Angela Stewart 

A. GOOD NEWS   

INFORMATION 

Susan Espinoza – Christine Stanley wrote the Upward Bound grant, and SAC has received 1.25 million 

over 5 years.  
 

Lauri Metcalf – The American Sign Language Dept. had a great final report. The program is the 8 th to be 
nationally accredited.  
 

Stella Lovato – The Dental Assisting Program received a site visit recently. They have met and exceeded 

all standards. 
 

Felix Gonzales – The Mortuary Science Department students recently took the State Boards and National 
Boards. They had a pass rate of 100%. The 50th graduating class walks on Saturday.  
 

David Wood – The PACE Survey responses have been totaled. 498 employees (30%) responded. SAC’s 
overall mean was 3.69 on a 1-5 point likert scale. This places SAC as highly consultative. SAC is 
generally a healthy climate. The visible difference is how the employees feel on communication, and 
how CET feels. Majority of employees feel there is a lack of communication from CET. CET does not see 

that as a problem.   
 

Dr. Zeigler – Debra Martin’s position has been filled. Vanessa Torres from SMU will start June 1st.  

DISCUSSION 

Dr. Zeigler – Regarding, the PACE Survey, communication is an issue. What gets sent out is not always 
honest, complete, accurate communication. CET needs to refine the quality of communication and work 

harder on it in general.  

 
 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES        DR. ROBERT ZEIGLER 

ACTION The minutes of the April 05, 2012 meeting of the College Council passed as submitted.  

 
 

C. ACTION ITEMS DISTRICT CURRICULUM COMMITTEE VERNELL WALKER 
 

ACTION The minutes of the March 4, 8, 29, and April 12, 2012 meeting passed as submitted. 

 
 

 
  

  SAC PROCEDURES 

 

DR. ZEIGLER 
 

ACTION PI1 - Approved as amended.  

INFORMATION Dr. Zeigler – The Teaching with Technology committee met and redid the procedure.   

DISCUSSION Paul Wilson – Strike 2 (c).  

 
 

      D. REGULAR REPORTS                                         FACULTY SENATE                    DAWN ELMORE-MCCRARY 
 

REPORT 
 There are 10 new Senators; 3 were re-elected, 5 new FT, and 2 Adj. 

 A subcommittee has been formed. They will review the job duties of the District Coordinators.  
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 The SAC seals have been chipped out of the monuments. One has been relocated to the 

President’s Large Conference Room. The location for the second one has not been decided.  

 
 

                                                                      CHAIRS COUNCIL                                                   STELLA LOVATO  

REPORT 
CC has nominated two individuals for Chairs’ Award for Outstanding Support. The selected individual will 
be awarded during the Fall Convocation. 

 

      STAFF COUNCIL HENRY CASTILLO 
 

REPORT 
 Nominations for elections for SC are going on. Please let people know.  
 The EDD agenda will be emailed. EDD is May 16 th.  

 

 

 
 

    STUDENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL EMMA MENDIOLA 

REPORT 
CEE met May 2nd to put the final touches on the Civility Campaign. The posters will reflect our values. 

There will also be civility rules for SAC employees.   

 

         
 

ADJUNCT FACULTY COUNCIL 

 
 

ARISA RICE 
 

REPORT 
 The bylaws are complete. They will be voted on in the Fall.  

 The Bob and Mary Zeigler fund is currently setting up the policy and protocol, such as how to 
choose the awardees. 

     SGA TIFFANY COX 
 

REPORT 
SGA in the middle of elections. Jacob Wong will be President again. They are going to re -run two 
positions. There is no secretary. That position will be appointed by the President and 3 commissioners.   

 

F. OTHER   
 

INFORMATION 

Dr. Zeigler 
 The Board Budget Retreat was Saturday morning. Diane Snyder presented the budget outlook. 

If property values go up, then tax revenue will also go up. The Board passed a 3% tuition 

increase. There will possibly be a salary increase of 2% for staff. It will be discussed at the next 
retreat in July.   

 The search for PAC’s president will begin soon.  

 There was a groundbreaking for the Planetarium/Challenger center. Construction will begin 
soon.  

 Graduation is Saturday. Department Chairs will be on stage. 950 students picked up caps and 

gowns. 48-51 students will receive their High School and AS diploma.  
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Appendix M: Current PSYC 1300 Syllabus 

 

Return to EDUC Syllabus/Catalog Description 

Return to CS 3.12.1 

 

 

    

PSYC 1300:  Learning Frameworks 

for SAC’s Honors Academy 

 

                 

 

 

 

 Welcome to your First-Year Seminar Class.  It is the only 

course you will take in college that is about YOU! 

Course Purpose:  This course is designed to help you create success in college and in 

life.  In the coming weeks, you will learn many proven strategies for creating academic, 

professional and personal success.  Together, we will discover how to create a rich, 

personally fulfilling life.  I urge you to make the most of this opportunity! 

Objectives: In this course, you will learn how to… 

   Fall 2012 

Instructor:  Dehlia Wallis, M.S. 

Assistant Professor of Student Development 

Office:  Student Success Building 114 

Phone:  (210) 486-0776 

E-Mail:  dstrong2@alamo.edu 

Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesdays 8:30-9:30 and 

2:30-3:30; Tuesday and Thursdays 1:30-3:00; Fridays          

1:00-3:00  

 

 

 

mailto:dstrong2@alamo.edu
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 .       Learning Outcomes and Performance Objectives with their methods of 

measurement as used to determine the student’s mastery of those outcomes. 

  

    Students will improve knowledge in areas common to successful students. 

 

Performance Objective:  Students will learn reading strategies, note-taking methods and 

various study skills as well as time management strategies which will include use of a personal 

planner. 

Method of Measure:  Student’s pre/post LASSI percentile scores (or instructor devised 

measure) will show improvement in the areas related to successful student skills including 

concentration, information processing, self-testing scale and selecting main ideas, study aids, 

time management and test strategies scale.               

  

        Student will designate an educational goal/objective 

  

Performance Objective:  Students will learn about career planning, degree/certificate 

programs at San Antonio College, transfer institutions and general core curriculum 

requirements.  The student will participate in instructor designed learning activities in the 

Career Planning Center or the classroom.   

Method of Measurement:  Student will submit an educational plan. 

 

      Students will show improvement in their ability to manage emotional 

barriers to college success.   

Performance Objective:  Student will engage in learning activities related to emotional 

intelligence using cognitive restructuring and behavioral modification to improve personal 

responsibility, goal setting, values clarification and stress management.  

Method of measurement:  Reflected in pre and post LASSI (or an instructor devised measure) 

students will show percentile increases in areas of attitude, anxiety and motivation. 

  

     Student will be familiar with the San Antonio College campus and know 

how to access resources as well as understand college culture. 

Performance Objective: Student will participate in a guided campus tour and in-class fact 

finding in the current College Bulletin.  Discussion will include college culture and appropriate 

problem resolution.  Students will be introduced to on-campus resources, financial aid, 

labs/tutoring programs, library use and campus safety. 

Learning Outcome 2 

Learning Outcome 1 

Learning Outcome 3 

Learning Outcome 4 
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Method of Measurement:  Student will demonstrate competency at 70% on the Departmental 

SAC Bulletin Exam or instructor devised exam. 

 

       Student will activate their College assigned ACES account. 

Performance Objective: Student will participate in introductory presentation of ACES 

System.  

Method of Measurement:  Instructor will verify that the student has successfully gained 

access to their ACES  account. 

 

       Student will demonstrate ability to register for future college courses. 

  

Performance Objective:  Student will learn to utilize the education plan and class schedule 

to submit proposed registration for the subsequent semester before the first day of early 

registration. 

Method of measurement:  Student will submit official enrollment. 

Student will demonstrate understanding and application of learning 
theories. 

 

Performance Objective:  Students will study psychological theories of learning, motivation 
and personality. 
 

Method of Measurement:  Student will submit a paper, project, presentation or other 

instructor devised method. 

 

 

   

Required Materials for Course:  On Course, 6
th

 Edition by Skip Downing    

 

Method of Instruction:  By reading, On Course, you will learn empowering 

strategies that have helped others create success.  By keeping a guided 

journal, you will discover how to implement these strategies into your 

life to achieve your goals and dreams.  By participating in class 

discussions and activities, you will learn practical application of the 

strategies.   

 

Learning Outcome 5 

Learning Outcome 6 

Learning Outcome 7 
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Grades:  Success Journals (5@ 20 points)   100 points 

 Quizzes (3@ 10 points)      30 points 

 In Class Assignments and Participation    25 points 

 Mission Statement Exercise     25 points 

Time Management Assignment     10 points 

 Career Research Project                 100 points 

 ACES Registration      10 points 

 Pre & Post LASSI       50 points 

 Comprehensive Final Exam    100 points 

 

 

 Total Possible Points    450 Points  

 

 

 

 

A=  405-450 Points 

B=  360-404  Points 

C=  315-359  Points 

D=  270-314  Points 

F=  269 or Below 

 

Each of these components of your grade is explained below. 

 

1. Quizzes (30 Possible Points) 
This is a course for students who wish to be successful in college and in life.  One of the most 

important factors of success in any endeavor is consistent and active participation.  To 

encourage and reward your preparation for active participation at every class, five 
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unannounced quizzes on the readings will be given.  If you have read the assignment and 

completed your journal entry, you should have no trouble earning the maximum points (10) for 

each quiz.  No quiz may be made up.  Great success is created one small step at a time.  Each 

time that you earn your quiz points you take an important step toward your success in this 

course ... and in life! 

2. Success Journals (100 Possible Points) 
Your success journal provides an opportunity to explore your thoughts and feelings as you 

experiment with the success strategies presented in On Course.  By carefully examining each 

strategy in your journal, you will discover which ones will assist you to create a rich, personally 

fulfilling life.  Although I will be collecting your journal entries, write your journal for yourself, 

not for me.  Selected journal entries will occasionally be shared with your classmates. 

 

Journal Writings:  During this course, you will type (5) journal entries.   At various times you will 

have an opportunity to read a journal entry to one or more classmates.   Each journal entry 

must be typed and double-spaced. 

Journal Evaluations:   I will collect your journal entries on the designated due date.  Journals 

are due in class and are considered late if turned in at any later point.  Points will be deducted 

for every day they are late, not just class days. 

Journal Points: Each journal entry will be awarded up to 20 points.  Thus, all five journal entries 

will be worth a possible total of 100 points. A journal entry will be awarded the maximum of 20 

points if it fulfills the following two criteria. 

 The entry is complete (all steps in the directions have been responded to), and 

 The entry is written with high standards (an obvious attempt has been made to dive deep). 
Grammar, spelling, and punctuation will NOT be major factors in awarding points in this 

journal.  Therefore, feel free to express yourself creatively, including both intellectual and 

emotional responses. 

 

3. Preparation and Class Participation (50 Possible Points) 
To create the very best environment for supporting your success and the success of your 

classmates, this course has three important rules. The more challenging these rules are for you, 

the more value you will experience by adopting them. By choosing to follow these three rules, 

you are choosing to be successful not only in this course but in your life. These rules will 

support your success in every goal you pursue. 

1. Show up! To support my success, I choose to attend every scheduled class period in its 

entirety.  For each class I miss, 5 points will be deducted from my final grade.  After 3 

absences, I understand that I may be dropped from the course.  I also understand that 

arriving late to class will be counted as a tardy.  Three tardies is the equivalent to one 
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absence.  ________(initial)  

2. Do the work! To support my success, I choose to do my very best work in preparing all 

of my assignments and to hand them in on time. ________(initial) 

3. Participate actively! To support my success, I choose to stay mentally alert in every class, 

offering my best comments, questions, and answers when appropriate. ________(initial) 

 

4. Career Research Project (100 Possible Points) 

You will be asked to complete a report that summarizes your findings on the career you choose to 

research.  This paper will be typed, double-spaced, font 12.  We will visit Career Planning Services where 

you will begin your research.   

and academic goals, relationship issues, course registration, career path.  

 

5.  Pre and Post LASSI (50 points) 

You will complete a Pre and Post assessment of your Learning Strategies.  Both assessments 

will be taken in class and we will discuss your individual results throughout the semester. 

 

6. Comprehensive Final Exam (100 Possible Points) 
You will take a comprehensive final exam during the week of December 10-15.  It may include 

questions related to material covered from whole semester.  It will include multiple choice and essay 

questions.  See the San Antonio College Schedule or the online Academic Calendar to determine 

what day you will test.   

 

 IMPORTANT NOTICE: You must take the final exam to pass this class. 

 

PSYC 1300 Learning Frameworks Schedule 

Week #1- August 27- August 31 

Introduction to Class 

Syllabus* Attendance Policy*  Syllabus Quiz due on the 2
nd

 day of class. 

What’s Up With SDEV? 

Get to Know Mrs. Wallis Sheet 

Campus Tour- Scavenger Hunt 

Get Your ID and buy your text (rent-a-book) 
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Week #2- September 3- September 7- No Classes September 3
rd

 for Labor Day 

Walk the Line Icebreaker 

Chapter 1:  On Course:  What does a successful student look like?  

Be an Active Learner 

Theories of Learning 

The Core Learning System 

Math Anxiety 

Bulletin:  DPS/Parking, Academic Calendar, Code of Conduct , Electronic Devices in the 

Classroom  

*T/TH classes will take the Pre-LASSI on Sept. 6
th
 @ 9:30, SSC 204 

 1st Journal Due:  p.22   

Send me an e-mail from your  ACES account 

 

Week #3- September 10- September 14 

Chapter 2:  Self-Responsibility:  Victims and Creators , The Late Paper, Language of 

Responsibility 

Excuses Video, MJ- Look me in the Eyes and Famous Failures 

Study Personality Theories and theorist 

Bulletin:  GPA, Academic Standing, Adding/Dropping Classes, GPA Update, Plagiarism, Grades 

Issues, 3-Peat, Withdrawl dates, How 6 drop rule effects financial aid.  

*M/W students will take the Pre-Lassi on Sept. 10
th
 at 11:00 in SSC 204 

Week #4- September 17- September 21 

Chapter 2:  Wise Choice Process and Believing in Yourself 

Never Give Up Video and The Secret Video 

Positive Affirmations about math 

Bulletin:  Academic disciplines, Accuplacer, BSEP, Census Date, Core Curriculum, Course 

Loads, Course Numbers, Course Pre-Requisites and Degree Plan. 

 2
nd

 Journal Due:  Wise Choices, p. 47 
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Week #5- September 24- September 28 

Chapter 3:  Discovering Self-Motivation, Goal Setting, Star, Dr. Pausch Video (class discussion) 

Theories of Motivation:  Maslow 

Write your Mission Statement Assignment 

Bulletin:  Application for graduation, Honors Program, Degree Exit Competencies, 2+2 

Agreements, Scholarships 

 

Week #6- October 1- October 5 

Chapter 3:  Continued 

Assign Time Management Activity 

Bulletin:  Transcripts, Transfer Credit, Transfer Center, Tuition 

 3rd Journal Due:  p. 76-77 

 

Week #7- October 8- October 12 

Chapter 4:  Mastering Self-Management 

Covey’s Quadrant 

Reflect on Time Management Tracking 

Time Management Exercise is Due 

 

Week#8- October 15- October 19 

Chapter 5:  Employing Interdependence 

 Team Hoyt Video:  Dream Team Exercise 

Active Listening 

Bulletin:  Student Life, Women’s Center, Student Health Services 

 

Week #9- October 22- October 26- No Class on October 24
th

 for Employee Development 

Day 

Chapter 6:  Gaining Self-Awareness 

Self-Sabotage 
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Marshmallow Temptation Video 

Scripts- Identifying and Writing 

Write your own rules- what’s your reward for following? 

Bulletin:  How to look up grades and grade changes 

  4th Journal Due:  p. 175 

 

Week #10- October 29- November 2 

Chapter 7:  Adopting Lifelong Learning 

Learning Styles, Critical Thinking- Wuzzles, Smart Person Test, Puzzle Activity, Scissor Cirlce 

 

Week #11- November 5- November 9 

Chapter 8:  Developing Emotional Intelligence 

Stress Reduction 

Design a Self-Care Plan 

  Journal #5 Due:  p.248 

 

Week #12- November 12- November 16 

Money Management p.271 in On Course 

Library- Career Research M/W on Nov. 14
th
 and T/R on Nov. 15th 

 

 

 

Week #13- November 19- November 23- No Classes November 22-23 for Thanksgiving 

Personality exercises 

M/W students will work on Type Focus on Nov. 21 at 11:00 in SSC 204 

T/R students will work on Type Focus on Nov. 20 at 10:50 in SSC 204 

 

Week #14- November 26- November 30 
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Personality exercises 

Chapter 9:  Staying on course to your success 

Career Research Projects are due 

 

Week #15- April- December 3- December 7  

Class Wrap-Up, Evaluations, Next Steps 

M/W students will take the Post Lassi on Dec. 3
rd

 at 11:00 in SSC 204 

T/R students will take the Post-Lassi  on Dec. 4
th
 at 10:50 in SSC 204 

 

Week #16- December 10- December 14 

Final Exam 

 

*This schedule is provided as a guide for the course.  The Instructor reserves the right to 

make any necessary changes.  Students are responsible for being aware of any changes. 
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Appendix N: Proposed EDUC 1300 Course Framework 

 
Return to EDUC 1300 Syllabus/Catalog Description 

Return to CS 3.12.1 
 

Learning Framework/Student Development Planning Session 

Recommendations for Consideration by Colleges 

March 28, 2014 

 

Learning Framework Student Learning Outcomes and Competencies 

Committee membership included the following:  Sean Nighbert, Cindy Bluhm, Cristella Diaz, Patsy 

Stelter, Angela Hager, Cindi Bluhm, JoAnn Davis, Jeanette Jones, Ruth Dalrymple, Trina Diehl, Daniel 

Rodriguez, Yolanda Reyna, Amy Whitworth, Dehlia Wallis 

Course Description as defined in ACGM 

1. Students will explore, identify, and develop values, beliefs, and attitudes through the study of 

the psychology of learning and cognition.  

- THECB Core Objectives:   

o Social responsibility 

o Personal responsibility, and 

o Critical thinking 

- Competencies: 

o Students will identify strengths and weakness of personal values, beliefs, and 

attitudes 

o Students will gain an understanding of various types of knowledge 

o Students will discuss a variety of theories of learning and cognition 

 

2. Students will develop and use effective learning strategies.  

- THECB Core Objectives:   

o Critical thinking 

- Competencies: 

o Students will engage in self-regulated learning (goal setting, reflection and 

evaluation, monitoring, note-taking, organizing, time management, study skills, test-

taking, study aids, etc…) 

o Students will actively engage in critical reading, writing, and academic research 

(include academic integrity, text annotation, evidence for arguments, critical 

thinking) 

o Students will use/demonstrate various learning strategies  

o Students  will be able to transfer skills across disciplines 
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3. Students will interpret assessment results and understand motivational theories as they apply 

to diverse learning environments in the development of personal, academic and career goals.  

- THECB Core Objectives:   

o Empirical and quantitative skills 

- Competencies:   

o Students will describe basic theories of learning, memory, cognition, and motivation 

o Students will interpret findings from quantitative analyses for the development of 

their personal goals 

o Students will interpret data patterns to understand results of learning assessments 

(LASSI, MSLQ, etc). 

o Students will communicate findings 

o Students will complete Individual Success Plan (ISP)  

4. Students will be able to demonstrate and exhibit the interpersonal behaviors needed to 

succeed in the college and career environment.  

- THECB Core Objectives:   

a. Communication 

- Competencies: 

o Students will navigate and utilize student and academic support services 

o Students will enhance and/or acquire interpersonal skills to work collaboratively, 

communicate effectively, and develop a career and/or academic project/activity 

 

5.  Students will explore a variety of leadership models and theories, fostering personal 

leadership skills, civic engagement, and community responsibility.  

- Alamo Colleges’ Core Objective:  

o Leadership 

- Competencies: 

o Discuss characteristics of effective leadership and identify leaders in their 

communities and their own lives 

o Students will demonstrate leadership skills that promote personal and community 

responsibilities and civic engagement 

o Students will identify personal strengths of their own leadership styles 


